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nhammed CosmasMegal

Turkey has decp roots in Islam despite recent decades of -
secularisin and this could lead to a new relationship betwee
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his is a young man who would he
unustial whatever his Imrl‘fmnml.
5 A yotng man who chase [0 berome

in a country which is 99.99 percent
Christian. A man wha knows [0 languages
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If Grecce officially recognize

Tslam and modern furopean, democratic, secular society

J, a Muslim but was bomn amd raised

(] when most penple can'l cven cape with
1 : peny I
: i their awn native rnn_finc. A o who s
S ‘ﬁ studied philesophy, religion, languages and
E | i archacology and takes a keen interest in the
<. & u millennia old histary of the castein
j l‘t bl " Mediterrancan, A cattrageons man who isn't
o4 H interested in kecping his iddas 1o himself
p i and-who isn't afraid of epenly criticizing
& 1 the policics and puactices ol his native coun-
Lo ry, ?
é; E His name is Muhammed Cosmas
o oy : Megalommatis and he is 37 years old. Bom
;. : in Athens, he graduated from Athens
; 2 ; University and went on (o pursuc postgradi-
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the Turks, When they arrives
thaugh, they had to change il;
family mame, Gigdibiiyiikogin,
miniher of problems mainly o
nate, They had serious linane
tics but the weest problenm was o
criminalion sinee. (he Greeks in
A different view of matlers hom

ale degrees in Paris, ussels, Munster,
Dainasens, Jesalem and Baghdad, A list of
his pubilications fills half a pape, single
spaced. :

Mepalommatis® family comes oripinally
ftom Turkey. Mis father was ho in
Kastamonu and his mother in e, In 1927
his prancdfather moved to lsanhul ane from
thete to Athens, who had continued o live in

When hig grandfathér was leaving he  Lmpire,
entrusted his whole Tartune ta 2 '|EI1IL' Mepalammatis' canversion lo |
because it was illepal for Greeks leaving — ed from his investigation of €heis
Tirkey to take, their money with them. The — y and its similaritics with Mithea

Tiitk was M'N]lll.’l”}’ able 1 imd 2 way o was wid{l}l helinved in at ﬁm‘l”.ﬂ.l
transfer the entire Tortune ta its rightful  same time (hat Jesus Chiist lived
owner in Atheiis, They had been obliped 1o cludes that this was a deliberal
Ieave as the result of a treaty which stipulat-— brought aboul by the eaily Chiisli
cdd that the Turks in Greeed would move 10 cis o fit their own views ol hi
Turkey and vice versa, despite the fact that — chould have been the Messiah wh
his family had ncver had any problems with — ine was fo be “at the end of time,"™
4§ R R T ) [herelore Jesus could not have
Emiiclcd Messiah, Upon stind,
aran he came (o the conclnsion
| Prophet Mahanned had actually i
| out the correet interpretation of the
Christ and more, had revealed 1l
Koran.
Alter a number of years during w
consicercd Islam and discussed it wi
eople, he aceepted it beeaise hn s
sfam throughout history and in its th
philasaphy and precepls is a r{:.'if
Ecncc, ol su;c? and of unily wit
fegalomniatis fooks on Turkey as
deep raals in Isfam despite the's
. decades of secularism and sees (he po
"ty that the coimiry conld be the onigi
new relationship between Islam and n
?,:.}_31'1rqu:r'::l_ii’;'_'i.{c_n_mcm{itl:‘gcc_n{n,r socict
AWl be ety useful for, Buirope, e, i
viniced that Turkey dnd Mdidicto e (h
“Feautitries which cdn speak of [sly
Farape and of Furope (o the Islanic
Marcovel this is somethig greatly |
1 desired since there are millions of Mu:
* living and warking in Furdpe, ot
That Turkey is a sceular slale helps i
dircetion af the country bécoming a pa
“the Européan Unioi (IU), accordin
Mepalommatis. He wrotc as carly'as 19§
a Greek publication thal Turkey was o
tepublican than Greeee when the two
compared and that the former wa clos
Crhadern European standirds at (he sfate |
than Circece was, 7+ -

Ie cited tlic presence of the Archbis
of Athens.at the ojieniifg of the Gi
Parliameit and the récilation of prayes
school before lessons could begin. On (o
which the Greek Orthodox Church per
in presenting Christianity through its

< vicwpoint even though this has been ref
by westérn academics, professors and
I]fcc. ' ;

+ Accusing the media and haaks for hat
distorted the sitnation where Nortls
Cypiug is concernéd, Megalommalis bla
the Greeks on the island for havinp sia
the whole sad affair hy massacring Tt
villagers in 1964, Te rejects the interpr

of Northerii Cyprus, this could be a final step toward - i which is being jus on e 1974
a federation of the two separate zones in Cyprus
. _ i .

d'etat on Cyprus and the subsequent Tur
intereention saying, thal it was quife not
amdd neeessary Tor Turkey to send tioop
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. e island. [Ile "alsa points oul that Regarding Arnicnia, Mcgalommatis - . Fasl as ca:'Iy at Ihé fourtl nu]!cn
ich he  Archbishop Makarios, who was the head of  refutes the Armenidn argument that gerio-  long Yefore, ihic Grécks' wére'¢ve
many  the Cypriol state at the time, had 1o flec for  cide took place in 1915 and'1916, characier-  Morcover Greece fvasnal the*birtlip
Vihat s lile :inr:ng the coup which was cinicd  izinig it instead as a fiormal pari of history ‘democrdcy, only the ord is Greekitbu
lopy, oul hy Greeks and Greek Cypriots concor — and a response Lo their own actions.  inslead was firs! practised between 3500 3nd's
on of " with this, Mcgalgrimiatis suggesis that one  Pointing out that it had been known af the 2900 .'j C.in the Mcsopo:ammi .areashs
God, has lo 1ccrpl thie realily of Cyprus as  fimc ‘that for nearly a century, the: ucH ;
wing  Cypriot rather than Greek, Tle bases his — Armenians wert wmkrnf against the -, Thit ided: or Greccc bcmg'-thc
CC”‘I.' argument abont the ieality of the situation  Ottoman Empire in tolla oralion with . fcmhr.ahon, he- belies
ibili-. * on, hrwrnrml' considerations dating hack lo.*  Carisl, Russia, (his. was exacerbat 18 ccmur i hej
of a -:Phou‘:jcmn times iif‘the first and second il s  theFitst Wa ; ! b. Eﬁ; adc,‘)nﬁ(cs
demn (¥ 1éaninni B.CH(The worc[ (,ypru‘: itself is of " *Ottoman: xll Jig! gh%{lﬁd
that.r I’hocrncmn Brigin.). flitir inrl\_ h 9ckdcmi :a:}‘dn
6ns % “One, has,lo:be, rc-:hmc in nppmu hing ssmall nfirtoritystillibelie
fwo lhc nsnc oImcwI!y Ahgré are lwo opinions - IriesSp cadm sircﬁ o
i 1o " hete, fn T!l U:‘[w’_ﬂo Jive with this, ' Iag i iy 0
rld. *: order lo do, this qné}ﬁs to'have full guaran- /\rmcnsnnk CIUwug
be 7 lées that Jt[cnn hq"tlonénnd this means fhat " says, the Oltoman adfi

s } ;

the dingiand.intitial rccnpm!mn '
of Fiwonld bg grtml thelptd if Greece was to
!n “tec nmfofﬁm{ly fhe Thirkish Republic of

Nnrﬁwcrn “Cyprus and ] ‘think:this mutual
nc rrr::%mhorr uFbrcCcc and- Imkry af Greek
e and Turkish Cypris woild mark a final siép
lo " lowaid n lederation nf fwo separate 7omes in
el () gt

ﬂktd ligw lic vicwcd the Taiman rights
ns.lr inTurkey and the problems with the
" Kinds and the outlawed IJ‘mtlmtnn Workers'
nl Party. (PKK), Mégalommatis said thal he

of - had-livéd.for 3 yeatand a halfl in casletn
15 . Turkey'afid. wlu{e visiting archacological
vn . sites, fie staged at times in remole v;lfwct
ed L whert:lic becante’ acquainted with the

hc. - Kurdish peaple: Aéedrding to what they told
hm\ (fieir maiii probileny it fact is the PKK

ng which ;uctcnis a continual th:m! to their
- nnnm.cvfry( Fhfc ' :
es < Violations of hurmai nphi: in Turkey are
el ho[ ‘the $aimk a8 in several other connliies.
sh 1(‘\"]#": Turkey is a full democracy. These

i- |am|1l:, in the castern provinees have voled

i iepeatedly for, their own depuics and the
sh ofily wigh 1hry hate, accorc ing, to what [
al. have seenthere, is just a way o pet fid of
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the PRK.”
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. should go (0, universitics or résearch eehlers ..
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' Jr'l redy for a stalé which is a miember of (he

was quile different from’the Tur
mént-today. He finds.the _sufiporl.fo
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Galed?Megil ;
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sible as that for any (errorist group.:
Ie: bcl:cvcs that gnc reason fnr {hé.
Giréeks' supbort for (hic PKK is their poor, i
knowledge of the real situation. Despite the .
many books which have been, wiitlen About -,
fhe %uuls in other cauntries, they have nol .
eared in Greeee. One baok in Gitek is’

§
‘mine:hbwiazhie
Refeering't
Musliiis;

ple who da wint to learn aboul the Kurds " Muslim, naUOnah[)? oF séd th
ige.

onc who does.  °,

Asked why ther¢ 4re no Oncnhl studics”
in Greck universitics, Megalommalis notcs
that in those institutions fgss than § percent::
of the didciplines that make- up the: " om{cd oo thllic
Humanitics arc taught., Describing this as 3.3, i

hc" /

“Creeckasa mcmbc: of |

I1 he;whs'3 Injfan bcmg
lieh§ d said |

, he points oot that it means (hat 95 pers-
trnl of tﬁm history of maikind is not laught. .,
The serious résull-of this is the pseudo-,
historical dogma’that Greece is (he hitth-
place of civilization and that the Greeks are *
the eleet, the chasen people. This is conis -
pletely contralicied by histarical cvidence .
which has cstablished that civilization slarl-
el in the Mesapolamian arca of the Midde

';lu([y chiract
* of the’ Gtécks; ol'*to(fay
born in, Anntolia or in Isl‘lnb
(hat they acé giiic the sanie;
e hrmhnué‘ al';docial “and;
:els; thei sy Lre, really. slortished
?m: sée ﬂlch a proh!cm
lrun ':‘-.‘ i




The Turkish-Greek Question

Interview by Leyla Tavsanoglu with Prof. Muhammed '

' C. Megalomatis, Historian and Nazmi Akiman, Former

Turkish Ambassador to Athens. '

(Only the intrcduétion and the interview with
Megalomatis is translated) : ;
Cumhurivet , January 23, 1994.

Introduction: The Turkish-Greek problem seems to be an
insolvable problem and at least for the close future it seems o1 o
will remain as such. This predicament, in addition to some _
miscalculated steps taken by Ankara, is impacted heavily by Athens’
tight hold on to entrenched beliefs and to official history. The
Greek professor, Muhammed-Cosmas Megalomatis, who a short while ago
visited Istanbul, relates how he was ostracized from the academe '
because he had challenged the official Greek history and dogmas. He
claims the establishment of a Turkish-Greek friendship to be
impossible as long as the there exist such entrenched 'ideas. And
we, in turn, question ourselves on what sort of mistakes Ankara is -
committing, thus we have consulted the former Turkish ambassador to
Athens, Mr. Nazmi Akiman. . ' '

Prof. Muhammed-Cosmas Megalomatis. Born in Athens, 1956.
Graduate of Athens University Department of Literature. He has
worked on subjects in the fields of classical languages,
archeology, religion and literature. He knows Greek, English,
French, German , Russian, Italian, Spanish, Arabic, Farsi and
Turkish. Forced to leave Pantheos University, -Athens on account of
his objection to traditional politics and ‘opinions. In 1986, he
received the Abdi Ipekci Award for Journalism. Last year he
converted to Islam at the Al-Azhar in Cairo. j Shy:

(Nazmi Akiman. Born in Ankara, 1929. Graduated from Istanbul
University Law School. Graduate work at Columbia University in :
political science. Employed as the first Turkish ambassador to
Havana, Cuba. Later, served as Foreign Ministry Assistant :
Consultant and Speaker. Appointed as ambassador to Athens in 1984.
He served greatly to smoocth the Aegean crisis that erupted between

_Ankara and Athens in 1987. He masterminded the Davos dialogues

between prime ministers Papandreu and 0zal. After five years in -
Athens, he served as ambassador to Madrid for two years. He retired
gh 15991}

You have been proclaimed persona non gratta within the
academic circles and your university tenure has been
terminated. What were the events that led to this?

Megalomatis- I began to realize that fabricated and untrue
information that passes as true history is spread and published in
Greece, : :

Who was it that does this?

Megalomatis- Everyone. For example, there is only one person
who instructs a course in Islamic history in the university at
which I worked. Included in this course is political history of the
TIslamic world. However, this person has not even read a line about
the political history of the Islamic world. There are fabrications
and mistakes in the book that s/he has published on the subject.



Unbelievable. For example, according to this book, Mohammed the
Prophet had assigned Abu Bakr, the first caliph, as first Imam.
Whereas, as you know, Abu Bakr was never: Imam, he served as caliph,
in addition he was never appointed by Muhammed. - ‘ -

This is just one example. As I began to notice these
fabrications, I began to react. My reaction stemmed solely from
academic concerns, from concerns that any scientist would have.
Consequently, I published a critique of this boock. I also
distributed my article to the teaching staff and the professors at
Pantheos University. This event I am talking of took place in 1988.

When there was no response to the article from any of the
professors, I published it in quite a few Greek newspapers. As a
result hell broke lose. - . - :

So, what did they do after it was published in the
papers? ' s i '

Megalomatis- That Islamic history professor sued me. All the
teaching staff of Pantheos University showed solidarity with him.
This Islamic history professor claimed that I had slandered him/her
by saying that s/he had not done any research related to Islam and"
that his book was full of mistakes. ' - S ;

How did the trial end? = _

Megalomatis- The professor recanted the complaint. Because
s/he knew s/he would be humiliated. The trial thus fell. But it was
not over yet. S/he went and told the Greek newspapers all sorts of
things about me. That I was crazy and that my assertions that Islam
is a progressive religion and the Ottoman Empire was a ciwvilized
state were testimonies to my insanity. - v

So, why do you think they were doing this?

Megalomatis- Look, this is only one example among.many. T
have had experiences with professors even more ignorant in their
subjects. At the root of the problem in Greece lies this. There is
one ‘underlying reason to the behavior of Greek politics, Greek
foreign ‘policy, Greek relations with her neighbors. ;

What was this reason? ; ' !

- Megalomatis- In Greece an official history, a-historical
dogma is created. This has been formed and disseminated through all
of Greece. If you try to challenge it, you would be pushed out of
the ‘society and be erased. They will not give you the right to
live, they will not publish your books. This is a truly serious
dogma. According to it, human civilization was born in Greece.
Human civilization begins with the Hellenic civilization. But at
this juncture, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Cartage, Hitite civilizations
are not regarded. i : '

As you know, much of the hieroglyph, "stylography was
deciphered in the last century. From these writings, the
international academic circles learned one thing. That was that
human civilization began in 4000 BC in Mesopotamia. The teaching
of this information in Greece is prohibited. Show me a single
scientist in Greece who would write a book about the Sumerians or a
single publisher who would publish it.

fhese Greeks do not want to teach the true history that is
being taught all over the world. The problem is that simple.

Then, why are they doing it? -

Megalomatis- Very simple. With the dissemination of this
knowledge that amazing dogma that the human civilization was born
out of the Hellenic civilization will come tumbling down.



In other words, is this done with the fear that the
“megali idea” will disintegrate? ; :

. Megalomatis- Have no doubts. As a matter of fact, there ‘can
be no mentality as unreasonable as this “megali idea.” This
mentality has caused Greece to be defeated in many fields. Examine
the universities. Up to only five percent of the disciplines that
teach world civilization are taught in Greece. Is there such a
thing as a university without Russian, Tarkish, :Indian, Chinese,
Arabic, Assyrian, Babylonian, Spanish, Latin literatures

departments?. There is in Greece. At Greek universities only Greek,

English, French and Italian literatures are being taught. There is
not even a Latin literature department. You can take courses in
Latin but you can not graduate from Latin literature and
philosophy. Because there is no such Latin department.

If such dogmatic minds are prevalent in Greece, how
will the hopes for improving Turkish-Greek relations be
realized? :

Megalomatis- I speak for the Greek people. If someting else
is not read, if something else is not taught to you, what can be
done? Let us leave primary, secondary and university curriculums
aside. Every darn day, the radios, the televisions, the magazines
are broadcasting in the same direction. This is the case even in
books. ; -
Research is zero. Look at the condition of Greek politicians
and diplomats. Every darn day, they re-heat and re-serve the same
old dogma. Then, they themselves become the victims of this dogma,

They pretend that by seceding from the Ottoman Empire in

1828, they have proclaimed independence. How faulty. The most
qualified Greeks (Rums) of the Ottoman Empire, for example, Sinan
the Grand Architect, had become a Muslim. The true civilization is
the works of Sinan, not the few tiny churches in the Godforsaken
hilltops of the southern Balkans. Of course, it can not be reduced
to the comparison of two buildings. It is a more general problem.

) A bunch of books by Aristotle, Herodotus and Plato are being
published, yet it is. curious that the Greeks do not know classical

Greek. But if an average French, German, British citizen has taken .

lessons in Latin or in classical Greek, s/he can read and write
these languages well. But the knowledge of an average Greek person
who has studied classical Greek in Greece can not even be compared
to a French citizen’s. :

As far as I know, you have brought 20 kilograms of
mail with you to Istanbul in order to mail abroad.

Megalomatis- Of course I did. Most of the registered letters
I had sent from Greece have not reached their addresses.
You mean the Greek Intelligence Service is following
you? : :

Megalomatis- I could not say that they follow me everyday.
But they bug my phone. :

From what you tell, should we deduce that there is
intense xenophobia in Greece? 3

Megalomatis- I belisve I was able to convey my trouble to
you. Have you ever heard o the Greek phrase “koutofrangi”? This
means stupid French. That is, according to the Greek, the French
are stupid. Another Greek word is “Amerikanakya.” That is “small



Americans.” In Greece xenophobia 1is not Jjust directed towards the
Middle East, Europe or America, it is also directed towards simple
workers. If you write and defend ideas against the dogmas, you will
be proclaimed as an enemy of Greece. There is even a phrase for
that. They will call you “Misellinas,” that is the person who hates
Greece. They have even elaborated the concept to the term
“misellinismos” which means the ideal of hating Greece., Absolutely
incomprehensible. :

I return to my previous gquestion. How can the Turkish-
Greek friendship be promoted with =xenophobia and dogmas?

Megalomatis- According to me, if in Europe all the L -
historical facts are explained analytically at the institutions and
academic organizations, then the problem of Greece would be
revealed, and there would be effort to solve this problem.

When one considers this xenophobia, is it possible to
assume that the Greeks (Rums) who left Turkey are facing
important problems in Greece?

Megalomatis- Yes, they live in quite hard condltlons Also
there are the west Thrace Turks. Up until the last decade these
people were called Turks, now it has been decided against the use
of this word. Moreover, whomever says “I am Turkish” is .being
thrown in jail.

()



